(Translation)

(2007) Li Zi No. 25

The Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China presents its compliments to foreign diplomatic missions and offices of international organizations in China (hereinafter referred to as "the diplomatic missions") and has the honor to reiterate as follows:

  I. As of 1 January 2000, new diesel vehicles are not allowed in urban districts of Beijing and licence plates are not issued to them. 

  II. The Regulations on Compulsory Traffic Accident Liability Insurance for Motor Vehicles (hereinafter referred to as "the Regulations") entered into force on 1 July 2006. As provided for in the Regulations, all the owners or administrators of motor vehicles running on roads within the territory of the People's Republic of China must purchase compulsory traffic accident liability insurance for motor vehicles pursuant to the provisions of the Law of the People's Republic of China on Road Traffic Safety. Motor vehicles uncovered by the compulsory traffic accident liability insurance will not be registered with motor vehicle administrative authorities and inspected by motor vehicle safety inspection agencies. For motor vehicles already covered by commercial third-party liability insurance before the entry into force of the Regulations, compulsory traffic accident liability insurance should be purchased after the expiration of the third-party policy. Moreover, given its low loss ratio, compulsory traffic accident liability insurance cannot fully cover the possible risks faced by vehicle owners. The Protocol Department therefore encourages diplomatic missions and their staff members to purchase both compulsory traffic accident liability insurance and commercial third-party liability insurance.

III. The Public Notice of the Implementation of Some of the National Standards for the Exhaust Pollutants from Motor Vehicles (III and IV) in Beijing was jointly issued by Beijing Environmental Protection Bureau and Beijng Bureau of Quality and Technical Supervision on 23 December 2005. Pursuant to the Public Notice, Phase III standard set in the Limits and Measurement Methods for Emissions from Light-Duty Vehicles (III and IV) (GB18352.3-2005) and the Limits and Measurement Methods for Exhaust Pollutants from Compression Ignition and Gas-Fuelled Positive Ignition Engines of Vehicles (III, IV, V) (GB17691-2005) went into effect on 30 December 2005. All the motor vehicles imported after 1 December 2006 must be equipped with on-board diagnostic system (OBD). Any vehicles that do not meet the above standards will not be allowed into China or be registered with Beijing Traffic Management Bureau. 

With the Beijing Olympics approaching, the Municipal Government of Beijing will enforce more strict emission standards for motor vehicles. The Protocol Department hopes that the diplomatic missions and their staff members will check the website of Beijing Environmental Protection Bureau (www.bjepb.gov.cn) for relevant emission standards before importing motor vehicles to ensure that the imported motor vehicles meet the emission standards. 

The Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the foreign diplomatic missions and offices of international organizations in China the assurances of its highest consideration.

                                   (Seal)

                                   Beijing, 29 March 2007


