Remarks by Ambassador Liu Jianchao at 
The Spring Festival Reception 
11 February 2010
Fiesta Pavilion, Manila Hotel
Your Excellency President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

How much honored we are that Your Excellency is gracing us with your presence at this very festive event to celebrate the Chinese New Year. The Spring Festival has been celebrated by the Chinese people every year as the most important tradition since ancient times. For the Chinese diplomats living and working in Manila, this old tradition takes on new meanings. It’s more than a time simply for family reunion. It has become a momentous occasion when we extend our heart-felt season’s greetings to Your Excellency and our good friends in the Philippines. 
Memorable should be the past 2009 which witnessed steady development of the strategic and cooperative relationship between our two countries. Exchange of high-level visits strengthened our political ties and enhanced our mutual trust. Economic cooperation to mutual benefit made gratifying progress and yielded concrete results. Fresh cooperation achievements in various fields such as education and tourism provided sustaining driving force behind the vibrant China-Philippines relationship. 
Indeed, this relationship has been defined and nurtured by the vision and enterprise of the leaders and peoples of our two countries. This is how it should be between good neighbors. This is what has given this relationship the sense of excitement and energy that we see today. The relationship rests on the solid foundation of broad-based political support and public good will in China and I, believe, also in the Philippines, and therefore, will continue to progress in breadth and depth. 

As we celebrate the 35th anniversary of China-Philippines diplomatic relations this year, we are also charting our course for the next 35 years. With the confidence we draw from the recent progress in our relationship, the goodwill and support that the relationship enjoys in both countries, and, above all, the imagination, inspiration and innovation of the talented and enterprising peoples of our two countries, we are sure to continue building and deepening cooperation across a very wide field and turning potentialities of the past into opportunities for the future.
Madame President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Year of 2010 is the Year of Tiger. It really bodes well because, in China, tiger has always been viewed as the animal of strength and power. More power to Your Excellency and your country. More power to the People’s Republic of China. And most importantly, more power to the growing China-Philippines relationship and flourishing friendship between our two peoples.

Mabuhay kayo! 
Kung Hei Fat Choy! 

大家新年好！
