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Excellency Mr. Jaap Smit, King’s Commissioner, 

Mr. Chris van Voorden, 

Dear Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen,

    A very good afternoon to all of you! 

It is my great pleasure to attend the 2021 Online Chinese New Year Reception. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Mr. Jaap Smit for the invitation, and to the Province of Zuid-Holland, the InnovationQuarter, the Dutch Sino Business Promotions for the organization. 

Indeed, Spring Festival is the most important holiday in China. Tomorrow is the Lantern Festival, the first full moon day of the lunar new year. 

I wish you all a healthy, happy and prosperous Year of the Ox. 

I have been working in the foreign affairs for more than three decades. 

My first posting was in Indonesia in the early 1990s; my last posting was Ambassador to Ethiopia, the roof of Africa. 

So, I flowed from the highland to the lowland -- the Netherlands.

It is a great honour and pleasure to serve as Ambassador of China to the Netherlands. 

The Sino-Dutch relationship is termed “open and pragmatic partnership for comprehensive cooperation”. The word “comprehensive”, in my view, means cooperation in multiple fields; at multiple levels; between multiple communities; people to people; business to business; government to government, central, provincial and city governments. 

I am so pleased to learn that Zuid-Holland province has a flourish relationship with Hebei Province, in the north part of China; and Shanghai Pudong New Area, in Southern China. 

I am very impressed by our business cooperation in many fields such as agri-horticulture, water management, urban planning, environmental protection and education. 

We may also explore cooperation in areas like green development and digital economy, which will deepen our relations. 

The year 2020 was quite extraordinary, defined by the pandemic. I am happy to learn that Hebei and Zuid-Holland came to each other’s aid during the COVID. 

The pandemic has dealt a heavy blow on the world economy. Last year, Dutch’s economy contracted, its trade declined. 

Yet there is a bright spot. 

The Sino-Dutch trade, against all odds, grew by 7.8% to a historical high of 91.8 billion dollars, and Dutch export to China expanded by 14.2%. Our mutual direct investment is also higher than other EU countries. 

What an achievement! And how could that be? 

Let me tell you the secret: it was because people are working from home. 

Well, seriously speaking, the extraordinary performance of Sino-Dutch trade and investment last year is a testament to: 

A) the resilience, and 

B) the potential of our bilateral economic cooperation.

On the resilience, just now the King’s Commissioner mentioned the creative ways of doing business during the pandemic. I wish to thank the contribution from the provincial and city governments, and highlight the entrepreneurship, the flexibility of the Dutch business people. 

On the potential, well, China is a big market with a population of 1.4 billion, a per capita GDP of 10,000 dollars, a middle class of 400 million people. Last year, 2020, China overtook the US to become the largest trading partner of the EU. This year, 2021, China is projected to grow by 8.1% according to IMF study. 

More importantly, China is deepening its reform and opening up. The completion of negotiation on China-EU investment agreement will bring forth more opportunities for cooperation. 

While being optimistic and confident, we are very sober-minded about the challenges ahead. 

The pandemic is still with us, we are not yet out of the woods. 

A lot of rhetoric about a new cold war, decoupling, containment, etc. 

We should enhance dialogue, like on the situation in Xinjiang, to set the record straight, dispelling misinformation and disinformation. 

I am willing to have more talks with the Dutch people, including the media and parliamentarians. 

I know Dutch people are direct. 

So am I. 

It is my belief that challenges can be addressed through dialogue with open-mind and in good faith, and cooperation in earnest. 

Continuous people-to-people exchanges and practical cooperation between sister provinces and cities will help us learn and understand each other better. 
This is the bedrock for a healthy relationship between our two nations. 

Ox is a symbol of hard work and prosperity. 

2021 can be a good year, good for China, good for the Netherlands, and good for the Sino-Dutch partnership and cooperation. 

The year 2021 is, for sure, a bullish year! 

Wish you all the best in the Year of the Ox. 

Thank you!



