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Dear Mr. Jochum Haakma, Chairman of the NCBC,  

Mr. Boudewijn Poldermans, Vice Chairman of the NCBC, 

Dear Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good afternoon! 

Christmas and New Year are just around the corner. 

So, first of all, my warmest seasonal greetings to all of you. 

Happy holidays, and all the best in the year 2022. 

It is a great pleasure to join you. 

I wish to thank the NCBC, and Chairman Jochum, for your contribution to Sino-Dutch relations.  

Originally, this event, organized by NCBC, was planned to be a year-end cocktail. Because of the latest development of the pandemic, we now have a webinar instead. 

I fully support the NCBC for making this change, to observe the pandemic protocol and take all the necessary and precautionary measures. 

Now, without the cocktail to lubricate my tongue, I need to redouble my efforts so that I still can make good remarks. 

Dear friends, 

Let me start with the good news. 

The past two years have witnessed the rapid growth of our bilateral trade. 

In 2020, it reached USD 91.8 billion, up by 7.8%. 

This year from January to October, the trade volume was US$ 92.4 billion, up by 27.3%, already a historical high. 

Among all European Union (EU) countries, the Netherlands is the largest destination of Chinese investment, and the second largest source of investment to China. 

Quite an accomplishment, against all odds of the pandemic. 

I hereby wish to extend my sincere thanks to all of you, for your contribution, especially your entrepreneurship, your resilience. 

Then comes the question: Can we maintain the momentum? 

My simple answer is: yes. 

Because there are huge potentials to tap. 

China has a population of 1.4 billion, with a middle income group over 400 million. 

It is the second largest economy, the largest trading partner of more than 120 countries and regions in the world. It is the largest destination of FDI. 

In 2020, China was the only major economy that witnessed a positive economic growth. 

What’s more important, China is committed to promoting high-quality development through reform and opening-up. 

It will, therefore, continue to boom. 
According to the EU Chamber of Commerce in China, the turnover and profits of member companies of the European Chamber hit new highs in 2020. 

The reports released by the chambers of commerce from the US, the EU and Japan indicate that nearly two thirds of American companies, 59 percent of EU companies and 36.6 percent of Japanese companies plan to expand their investment in China.

China is stable, its policy consistent, its governance efficient and effective. Things are predictable in China. We have yearly objectives, plans for five years, ten years, decades-long. 

The confidence and continuity have been reinforced in the recently concluded plenary meeting of the governing Party. 

For foreigners, the ease of doing business in China is good, and will be further improved. 

I am happy to report that, between China and the Netherlands, the leaders and high-level officials have maintained close contacts over the past year. Just last week, a high-level delegation from China came to the Netherlands for political consultation. 

The Netherlands itself is an important large economy. 
More than that, China regards the Netherlands as the “gateway” to China-Europe cooperation. 

Our two countries could and should deepen and widen the economic cooperation. 

We can prioritize our efforts in digital economy and green development, and strengthen cooperation in areas of agriculture, new energy and ageing society. 

My Embassy will continue to work closely with the business community and the Dutch government to promote economic cooperation. 

We will continue to follow up on the successful and fruitful meeting of China-Netherlands Joint Economic Committee held a year ago. 

We Chinese, like the Dutch, are pragmatic. 

We both are action-oriented and results-based peoples. 
Indeed, for our economic relations, the potential is huge, the future is bright. 

But – here comes the BUT, I have to say that there are challenges -- grave and serious challenges. 

A major one is the politics, standing in the way of the economic progress and international cooperation. 

Politics at the global-, regional, and national-level.  

First, globally, there are forces to divide the world, damage the international cooperation and disrupt the global supply chain. 
A case in point is the meeting called “Leaders’ Summit for Democracy”, which will start tomorrow.  

Democracy is good, a common value of humanity. 
China is fully confident of the path and progress of its democracy, which suit China’s national situation and are embraced by the Chinese people. 

Internationally, it is up to the United Nations -- not the United States -- to convene a world conference as such. 
Frankly, I don’t think the US is in a position or qualified to do this. 

The consensus in the UN is that there is no one-size-fits-all model; that we are living in a diversified world; and diversity is the source of strength, not the source of conflict. 

History tells us that peaceful development, fairness, justice and win-win cooperation are the right paths for mankind. 
Again on the Democracy meeting, I have some questions: 
Question No.1: is the meeting really for promoting democracy or serving geo-political purposes of the few? 

Question No.2: will it unite or divide our world? 

Question No.3: shall we do something to avoid a new cold war, a divided world? 

Today, unprecedented challenges like climate and Covid require unprecedented cooperation. 

International cooperation is more needed now than ever.  

Secondly, the politics in the EU. 

The EU is now pursuing a three-tiered policy toward China, namely, cooperation in areas like the climate change, competition in areas like the economy, and systemic rivalry. 

In reality, it is the competition that seems to define the relationship. And highlighting systemic rivalry in words and deeds has been rocking the boat of China-EU relations. 

I haven’t heard politicians bother to strike a positive note after listing cooperation, competition and rivalry, by saying they want the cooperation to be the mainstay and will strive for that. 

We disagree with EU’s approach. 

Why can’t we work jointly to strengthen cooperation for the good of both, for the good of the world? 

Let me give you some examples. 

On climate change, China has pledged to peak its carbon dioxide emissions before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality before 2060. It is by no means an easy job. But we will do that. China has also promised not to fund coal-fired power stations abroad. 

On UN 2030 Agenda, China has reiterated its readiness to work with the international community to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

On connectivity, the European Commission has recently launched a “Global Gateway” plan. It is seen as a competition to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Why can’t we make the two complement to each other? If Africa could benefit from the synergy of the two initiatives and make progress in its development, then there will be less migrants risking their lives to come to Europe. Isn’t this good for Europe? 

On the Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI), it promises greater market access, better business environment, stronger institutional guarantee, and brighter cooperation prospects for mutual investment. Sadly, it has become the victim of the politics. 
Even when China-America relations were at a very low point and the two confronted on many fronts during the Trump administration, China and the US signed the first-phase trade deal. 
China is a member of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), the largest Free Trade Agreement in the world, which will enter into force at the beginning next year. 
China has also applied to join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
We are moving forward, and hope EU is with us. 

Last year, China became the largest trading partner to EU. It would be an opportunity missed, momentum lost, if the CAI is shelved indefinitely. 
But it takes two to tango. 
We both stand to gain from cooperation, lose from rivalry. 

Thirdly, on the politics in the Netherlands. 

China is committed to promoting the Open and Pragmatic Partnership for Comprehensive Cooperation with the Netherlands. Our relations and communications with Dutch business are good, with the government are pragmatic. But the parliament, media and some NGOs are very negative about China. 
There are motions in the parliament, lawsuits in the court.  

Motions calling on the government to: 

- make an inventory of Dutch companies that are directly or indirectly linked to human rights violation or forced labour; 
- investigate into the influence of Chinese companies in Dutch companies, 
Some motions, focusing on a single issue, have been tabled again and again, like diplomatic boycott of the Beijing Olympics. 

I am often told that the Dutch are both merchants and missionaries. I don’t know if nowadays more people are interested in preaching. 
Let it be clear that China is for human rights and against forced labor.  

Human rights protection has been enshrined in China’s Constitution; 
Over the past four decades and more, China has lifted over 800 million people out of poverty, including about 100 million in the past 8 years. China puts its people and their lives front and center during the pandemic. 
No tolerance of forced labour has also been written into law in China.  

Many of you may have been to China several times, and may have some idea about the competitiveness of Chinese work force, its quality and quantity. It just makes no sense, politically or economically, to use forced labour. 

The real point is that, there should be no politicization of economic issues, no disinformation.  

Dear friends, 

I have been here as ambassador for about a year. I know the challenges. I will do my level-best to promote our important relations.  

I need your help, to overcome the challenges and get the message of the importance of Sino-Dutch relations crossed. 

Economic cooperation is the ballast stone for our bilateral relations, especially in time of poor weather. 

When I am reaching out and having difficult conversations, I say, we need to if not love to know more about each other and work together.  

I have high hope for next year. 

Hope we can get out of the woods and leave the pandemic behind us. We will be happy to receive the high-level visit from the Netherlands, and business travel could be back to normal. 
In the year 2022, we will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the setting up of ambassadorial relationship. 

Hope we can maintain the economic cooperation momentum. 
2022 will be the year of tiger. 

Hope it will be a good year: good for China, good for the Netherlands, and good for the Sino-Dutch relations. 

To that end, I will be working closely with you. 
Thank you very much! 



