Speech by Ambassador Tian at CCS Meeting on Sep. 21

President Li Kejun, Captain Nikolaos Frangos,

Dear friends,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It’s my great pleasure to be joining you here at the CCS Mediterranean Committee meeting. Let me begin by extending my warmest congratulations to CCS (China Classification Society) for the successful organization of the event. 
Maritime cooperation stands at the very core of Greece-China relations. Our friendly bilateral relations owe a great deal to the long-term and fruitful cooperation in the shipping sector. We shall never forget that it is Greek fleets which broke the blockade and journeyed to New China in the 1950s’ and 60s’. Some of our friends present here are among the pioneers. Shipping relations between our two countries preceded even our diplomatic relations and this displays the importance and value of your work. For decades, the transportation of goods to and from China, the contracts with ship-building industries and the actions of the CCS have served more than business interests. They lay the foundations of the solid construction which we call Greece-China relations. In the sense of building bridges and enhancing understanding and friendship, all of Greek shipowners, President Li of CCS and my other Chinese colleagues are real ambassadors. As we all agree, our bilateral relations is enjoying a golden period in between the Athens and Beijing Olympic Games. Let us join hands and bring our cooperation in all fields, especially in the shipping sector, to a new high! 

Thank you.

