(Translation)
(2005) Bu Li Zi No. 172

The Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China presents its compliments to all foreign embassies and offices of international organizations in China (hereinafter referred to as diplomatic missions in China) and, in accordance with Article 27 of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, Paragraph 10, Article 3 of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, Paragraph 12, Article 4 of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, the provisions in other relevant international treaties in relation to diplomatic bags, Articles 10 and 11 of the Regulations of the People’s Republic of China concerning Diplomatic Privileges and Immunities as well as relevant regulations of Chinese transportation authority, has the honor to inform the latter of the provisions concerning diplomatic bags shipped into China. 

1. Diplomatic bags must bear visible marks of its contents and may contain only diplomatic papers or articles intended for official use. 
2. The weight and size of diplomatic bags should be reasonable and containers must not be used as diplomatic bags. The total weight of diplomatic bags per shipment which enter China through consignment or by special (or chartered) flight, train or ship must not exceed 1,000 kilograms, with each piece within 100 kilograms in weight and within one cubic meter in size and one meter in length of each side. Diplomatic bags meeting the above descriptions should be stored in the warehouse supervised by the Customs after they are unloaded. They can be claimed only after the consigner goes through the declaration procedures with the Customs. For excessive parts, the consigner should make a customs declaration and claim them as articles for official use. The consigner has the right to ship his/her diplomatic bags out of China if he/she has objections. 

3. The weight and size of diplomatic bags carried by diplomatic couriers who board on plane, train or ship should meet the requirements of relevant transportation authorities (companies).

4. To ensure the safety of airports, railway stations or wharves after the September 11 incident, relevant departments of China have adopted stricter security measures in the above areas. Diplomatic couriers escorting diplomatic bags and embassy staff claiming or consigning for shipment must abide by the regulations of airports, railway stations and wharves and they and their vehicles are not allowed access to the aprons of airports and restricted areas of railway stations and wharves. 

5. Diplomatic missions in China are requested to send five samples of the exterior marks of diplomatic bags and of the certificate of their diplomatic couriers for the record with the competent customs authorities. 

6. Diplomatic bags used by offices of international organizations in China should be handled in accordance with host country agreements if there are relevant provisions. 

7. Any provision in previous notes in conflict with the contents of this Note shall cease to be valid as of today. 

8. The regulations shall be applicable to all foreign consulates in China. 

9. The regulations shall come into force as of the date of issuance of this note. 

The Protocol Department avails itself of this opportunity to renew to all diplomatic missions the assurances of its highest consideration.

                (Seal)                       
                                     Beijing, 7 September 2005 
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